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SUBJECT: SAG VIEWS ON ASSASSINATION OF GHASHMI AND SITUATION IN 
NORTH YEMEN 

REE: (A) STATE 161678 (B) STATE 161679 (C) STATE 161681 
(D) SANA 3064 

SUMMARY: SAG INTELLIGENCE CHEIF PRINCE TURKI AL-FAISAL, 

SPEAKING EXPLICITLY IN THE NAME OF HIS MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT, 

SAID THAT SAUDI ARABIA WILL DO EVERYTHING IN ITS POWER 
TO MAINTAIN THE INTEGRITY AND SECURITY OE NORTH YEMEN 
FOLLOWING THE ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT GHASHMI. TURKI 
REQUESTED AMBASSADOR WEST TO ASK WASHINGTON EOR ASSURANCES 
OF U.S. SUPPORT FOR SAUDI RESPONSE TO GHASHMI’S MURDER. 

TURKI DID NOT RPT NOT SAY WHAT REACTION SAUDI ARABIA WAS 
CONTEMPLATING. END SUMMARY 

1. SAG INTELLIGENCE CHIEF PRINCE TURKI AL-EAISAL AND 
DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER ABDUL AZIZ THUNAYYAN MET THIS 
MORNING (JUNE 25, 1030 LOCAL) WITH AMBASSADOR WEST, AMB- 
ASSADOR TWINAM AND POLITICAL OFEICER JESSE LEWIS, WHO WAS 
NOTETAKER. (TURKI AND THUNAYYAN ALSO HELD SEPERATE MEETINGS 
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WITH THE AMBASSADORS OF IRAN, BRITAIN AND FRANCE.) TURKI 
SAID THAT HE WAS SPEAKING ON INSTRUCTIONS FROM HIS MAJESTY’S 
GOVERNMENT ON THE SITUATION IN NORTH YEMEN AFTER THE 
ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT GHASHMI AND THE IMPLICATION 
OF SOUTH YEMEN IN THE ACT. 

2. TURKI SAID IT IS NEEDLESS TO SAY THAT THE ASSASSINATION 
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INTRODUCED A NEW DIMENSION IN THE LEVEL OF STATE 
SUPPORT OF INTERNATIONAL TERRORISM AND IS ENOUGH TO RAISE 
SERIOUS QUESTIONS ABOUT THE VIABILITY OE A COUNTRY THAT 
DOES SO. WHAT CONCERNS HIS MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT MOST NOW, 
TURKI SAID, IS THE WELFARE OF NORTH YEMEN. HIS MAJESTY 
WISHED TO EXPRESS HIS DEPP CONCERN ABOUT THE SECRUITY 
OE NORTH YEMEN. 

3. SAUDI ARABIA WANTS TO MAKE SURE THAT NOTHING ADVERSE 
WILL HAPPEN IN NORTH YEMEN AS A RESULT OF THE ASSASSINATION, 
TURKI SAID THAT SAG WOULD LIKE THE USG TO ASSURE SAUDI 
ARABIA THAT THE UNTTED STATES WILL SUPPORT ANY ACTIONS 
THAT MAINTAIN THE INTEGRITY OE THE YAR. HE REPEATED THAT 
THE PRIMARY CONCERN OE SAUDI ARABIA WAS THE INTEGRITY OE 
THE YAR AND THAT "WE INTEND TO UNDERTAKE WHATEVER IS 
REQUIRED". 

4. AMBASSADOR WEST THANKED PRINCE TURKI FOR HIS COMMENTS 
AND SAID THAT HE WOULD RELAY THEM TO WASHINGTON. THE AMB- 
ASSADOR DISCUSSED BREIFLY THE PURPOSE OE THE TWINAM MISSION 
AND SAID THAT AMBASSADOR TWINAM HAD ARRIVED IN JIDDA LAST 
NIGHT WITHOUT KNOWING OE THE ASSASSINATION. THE AMBASSADOR 
MADE POINTS PER PARA 3 REP A. 

5. THE AMBASSADOR TOLD PRINCE TURKI THAT SECRETARY VANCE 
HAD SENT A MESSAGE (REP C) TO FOREIGN MINISTER ASNAJ EXPRESS- 
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ING HIS SHOCK AND CONDOLENCES AND U.S. SUPPORT POR NORTH 
YEMEN. (WE PASSED TEXT OP MESSAGE TO TURKI.) 

6. AMBASSADOR ASKED PRINCE TURKI IF HE HAD ANY INFORMATION 
ON SOUTH YEMEN, SPECIFICALLY ON INVOLVEMENT OP PDRY. PRINCE 
TURKI REPLIED THAT PDRY DID NOT TRY TO HIDE THEIR PART IN 
THE ASSASSINATION. HE SAID THAT IT IS A PACT THAT THERE 

WAS COMMUNICATION BETWEEN GHASMI AND RUBAYI ALI ON PRIDAY 
AND AGAIN ON SATURDAY MORNING. IN BOTH TELEPHONE CALLS 
RUBAYI ALI DISCUSSED PDRY'S DESIRE TO REPATRIATE 20 PARA- 
TROOPERS THAT HAD ACCOMPANIED YAR PARATROOP COMMANDER 
ABD AL-ALIM TO PDRY. TURKI SAID THAT DURING THE SECOND CALL 
RUBAYI ALI SAID SPECIAL PDRY AIRCRAPT WOULD ARRIVE IN 
SANA WITH 20 OP THE PARATROOPERS. THE PLANE ARRIVED AT 
7:00 AM AT SANA AIRPORT. TURKI SAID THAT THE PARATROOPERS 
WERE NOT RPT NOT ABOARD THE AIRCRAPT BUT THAT THERE WAS 
A SPECIAL MESSENGER WHO SAID HE WANTED TO SEE PRESIDENT 
GHASHMI. HE WAS TAKEN TO GHASHMI'S OPPICE. THE MESSENGER 
OPENED A BREIPCASE, WAS IMMEDIATELY KILLED AND PRESIDENT 
GHASHMI WAS MORTALLY WOUNDED. THE FORCE OF THE BLAST 
DESTROYED HIS LUNGS AND OTHER PARTS OP HIS ANATOMY. TURKI 
SAID THAT THE PILOT OP THE PLANE, A PDRY DC-3, WAS QUES- 
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TIONED. TURKI SAID THAT THE PILOT SAID THAT HE HAD INSTRUC- 
TIONS TO TAKE THE GROUP TO SANA BUT BEFORE TAKE-OFF THE 
OFEICE DIRECTOR OF PDRY'S MINISTER OE INTERIOR CAME TO THE 

AIRPORT AND INSTRUCTED HIM TO TAKE A SPECIAL PASSENGER TO 
DELIVER A MESSAGE TO PRESIDENT GHASHMI. THE PILOT HAD A 
LIST OF THE 20 PARATROOPERS. 
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7. AMBASSADOR WEST SUGGESTED THAT IT WAS ILLOGICAL THAT 
ANY COUNTRY WOULD SET UP AN ASSASSINATION SO OPENLY WITH- 
OUT SOME FOLLOW-UP ACTION. PRINCE TURKI AGREED THAT IT 
WAS ILLOGICAL AND AGREED THAT THERE COULD BE EOLLOW-UP 
ACTION; HE ALSO SUGGESTED THAT IT COULD BE REVENGE FOR 
PRESIDENT HAMDI. 

8. AMBASSADOR WEST INQUIRED WHETHER PRINCE TURKI FELT THE 
ASSASSINATION WAS THE RESULT OF PDRY INTERNAL POLITICS IN 
WHICH ONE FACTION WAS TRYING TO DISCREDIT THE OTHER. PRINCE 
TURKI SAID HE COULD NOT RULE THAT OUT BUT IT REMAINS TO 

BE SEEN. 

9. TWINAM SAID THAT PRINCE TURKI'S REMARKS WERE HELPFUL 
AND POINTED OUT THAT HIS MISSION TO ADEN WAS TO HAVE BEEN 
STRICTLY EXPLORATORY AND NON-COMMITTAL. 

10. TWINAM NOTED THAT THE BASIC US POLICY TOWARD THE 
YAR IS TO ENCOURAGE STABILITY AND INTEGRITY IN COOPER- 

TIONS WITH SAUDI ARABIA TAKING LEADING ROLE AND U.S. FACILITATING 
YAR-SAG COOP- 
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ERATION AS APPROPRIATE . 
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1 1 . PRINCE TURKI SAID THAT HE WOULD BE MAKING THE SAME 
POINTS WITH THE AMBASSADORS OE IRAN, BRITAIN AND ERANCE, 
WITH OTHER ARAB COUNTRIES IN THE GULE, AND WITH EGYPT, 
SYRIAN SUDAN, SOMALIA AND JORDAN, AND THAT SAUDI ARABIA 
WOULD ALSO BE MAKING CONTACTS WITH THE ARAB LEAGUE, THE 
MUSLIM CONGRESS AND THE UNITED NATIONS. 

12. PRINCE TURKI SAID THAT ANY US STATEMENT WOULD BE 
LIKE A"GUIDING LIGHT” TO SAG ANTI-TERRORIST EEEORTS. 

TWINAM ASKED IF ANY STATES BESIDES YAR HAD BROKEN RELA- 
TIONS WITH PDRY IN THE WAKE OE THE ASSASSINATION. PRINCE 
TURKI SAID NONE HAD YET DONE SO TO HIS KNOWLEDGE. AS 
EOR SAG, ITS REACTION SO FAR WAS ONE OE SHOCK. "WE ARE 
MAINLY CONCERNED NOW WITH THE SAFETY AND INTEGRITY OE 
NORTH YEMEN RATHER THAN WITH WHAT STEPS TO TAKE-IF ANY- 
WITH REGARD TO SOUTH YEMEN." 

WEST 


SECRET 


NNN 
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